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Dear Families,

From Monday, October 17, to Thursday, October 20, your student will take the Cognitive Abilities Test™ (CogAT®). The
purpose of this letter is to inform you about the test so that—with your support and encouragement—your student will
do his or her best on the test.

About CogAT
CogAT measures students’ learned reasoning abilities in the three areas most closely related to success in school:

« The Verbal Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with verbal symbols and concepts. These reasoning
abilities play an important role in reading comprehension, critical thinking, writing, and virtually all verbal
learning tasks.

o The Quantitative Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with quantitative symbols and concepts. These
reasoning skills are significantly related to problem solving in mathematics and other disciplines.

«  The Nonverbal Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with geometric shapes and figures. To perform
successfully, students must accurately implement strategies for solving novel problems.

The three separate batteries provide a broad perspective on each student’s learned reasoning abilities, identifying
cognitive strengths and weaknesses.

Each subtest includes practice questions to help students become familiar with the content and format of the subtests.
These practice questions help students gain familiarity with the item formats and how to complete the different
reasoning tasks.

Students read each question and the answer choices and then mark their answers by filling in a circle on an answer
sheet. Each subtest takes 10 minutes.

How your student can prepare for test taking—and what you can do to help

You can help your student do his or her best by considering these tips:

© Make sure that your student is in school and on time on test days. Reschedule appointments and other out-of-
school time on nontesting days.

© Make sure your student gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of testing.
Score reporting and how we use test results

The school will receive test scores in about six weeks. These scores will indicate how your student performed on the test
compared with students across the nation who are either the same age or in the same grade.

Allbright School District uses test results to identify students for the gifted and talented program as well as to adapt
instruction in ways that enhance each student’s success in learning. Discuss the test results with your student in a
positive way by pointing out his or her strengths.

Thank you for encouraging and supporting your student during testing. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact your school principal.

Sincerely,
Madism Corpor

Dr. Madison Cooper
Superintendent



  Message to Families
Levels 9-18

Use this letter to create your own message to families about testing 

This document will help you create a letter to send to families before students take the Cognitive Abilities Test™ (CogAT®) Form 7 or 8 for level 9 and above.
Use the text on page 2 to develop your own letter to families of students who will take CogAT Form 7 or 8. 

Instructions

Follow these instructions to customize the letter to suit the needs of your school or district:

1. Copy the text on the second page to a word processing document.

2. Replace the text highlighted in yellow with your information:

· Replace “School or District Name” with the appropriate name or delete if you are using letterhead containing this information. 

· Insert the start and end dates of testing for students at the level you are administering.

· Add a contact person whom parents or guardians can call with questions about testing or test results.

· Include your signature information.

3. Review the recommendations in the “How your student can prepare for test taking—and what you can do to help” section and revise as you like.

4. In the “Score reporting and how we use test results” section, add information about when the test scores will arrive and how your school or district uses the test results. Review the sample letters on pages 3–4 to get ideas about the type of text to include in this section.

5. Format the letter to fit your stationery and standards.


School or District Name
Dear Families,
From start date to end date, your student will take the Cognitive Abilities Test™ (CogAT®). The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the test so that—with your support and encouragement—your student will do his or her best on the test.

About CogAT
CogAT measures students’ learned reasoning abilities in the three areas most closely related to success in school: 
· The Verbal Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with words and concepts. These reasoning abilities play an important role in reading comprehension, critical thinking, writing, and virtually all verbal learning tasks. 

· The Quantitative Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with quantitative symbols and concepts. These reasoning skills are significantly related to problem solving in mathematics and other disciplines. 

· The Nonverbal Battery measures students’ abilities to reason with geometric shapes and figures. To perform successfully, students must accurately implement strategies for solving novel problems. 

The three separate batteries provide a broad perspective on each student’s learned reasoning abilities, identifying cognitive strengths and weaknesses. 

Each subtest includes practice questions to help students become familiar with the content and format of the subtests. These practice questions help students gain familiarity with the item formats and how to complete the different reasoning tasks.

Students read each question and the answer choices and then mark their answers by filling in a circle on an answer sheet. Each subtest takes 10 minutes.
How your student can prepare for test taking—and what you can do to help

You can help your student do his or her best by considering these tips:
· Make sure that your student is in school and on time on test days. Reschedule appointments and other out-of-school time on nontesting days.
· Make sure your student gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of testing.
Score reporting and how we use test results 
The school will receive test scores in about x weeks. These scores will indicate how your student performed on the test compared with students across the nation who are either the same age or in the same grade. 
IN THIS PARAGRAPH, TELL HOW YOUR SCHOOL WILL REPORT TEST RESULTS TO FAMILIES AND PROVIDE A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF HOW YOUR SCHOOL USES TEST RESULTS. 
Discuss the test results with your student in a positive way by pointing out his or her strengths.
Thank you for encouraging and supporting your student during testing. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact NAME AND PHONE NUMBER AND/OR E-MAIL ADDRESS.
Sincerely,

SIGNATURE
Sample Message to Families
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